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Ted Hammond loves a good mystery, and in the spring of his fifth-grade year, he's working on a big

one. How can his school in the little town of Plattsford stay open next year if there are going to be

only five students? Out here on the Great Plains in western Nebraska, everyone understands that if

you lose the school, you lose the town.   But the mystery that has Ted's full attention at the moment

is about that face, the face he sees in the upper window of the Andersons' house as he rides past

on his paper route. The Andersons moved away two years ago, and their old farmhouse is empty,

boarded up tight. At least it's supposed to be.   A shrinking school in a dying town. A face in the

window of an empty house. At first these facts don't seem to be related. But Ted Hammond learns

that in a very small town, there's no such thing as an isolated event. And the solution of one mystery

is often the beginning of another.
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So it's time for silent reading in my fifth grade class and my students LOVE silent reading time. Most

of them can't get enough of the books they're reading and can't wait to talk about them. But there's

always the few who spend the entire silent reading time in the school library or at my personal

library or trying to sneak away to the bathroom. They spend more time fidgeting than they do



reading. How do you get those children to read? Well, one thing I have found that works is to put an

Andrew Clements book in their hands.Clements' books are simple and readable and according to

most of my fifth graders, cool. Frindle, The Landry News, and Lunch Money are not filled with

elementary student clichÃ©s. The characters aren't cheesy and my students don't find themselves

saying "Come on, we're not like that" as is the case with many other books written for them.

Clements' characters act and talk like real elementary students and are usually faced with real

problems and this is an important part of his appeal. Room One is no exception.One day while sixth

grader Ted Hammond is delivering papers, he notices a mysterious face in an upstairs window of an

old home, the Anderson's home. What spikes Ted's curiosity is that no one has lived in the

Anderson house for two years. The house has sat empty and the windows have been boarded up.

With nothing else going on in his small rural Nebraska town of Plattsford, Ted sets out to

investigate.I liked this book. I really did. It doesn't matter that I picked it up half-wanting,

half-expecting a good mystery and didn't get one. Clements made me care about Ted, and April,

and her family, and Mrs.
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